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 ! Despite our best 
efforts, sometimes we slip and 
fall. John wrote, “If we say that 
we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us….If we say that we have 
not sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his word is not in 
us” (1 Jn. 1:8, 10). It is easy 
for one who has sinned to “…
be swallowed up with 
overmuch sorrow” (2 Cor. 2:7). 
I would like to recommend to 
you that even though you 
have sinned, God still has use 
for you.  !!
! 1) God Still Had Use 
for Israel. Through Moses, 
the blessings of obedience 
and curses of disobedience 
were stressed and impressed 
upon them (Lev. 26; Dt. 28). 
The history of Israel is the 
story of one apostasy after 
another. Read the book of 
Judges for example. Isaiah 
described the Lord’s people of 
his time as a “…sinful nation, 
a people laden with iniquity, a 
seed of evildoers, children that 
are corrupters: they have 
forsaken the Lord, they have 
provoked the Holy One of 
Israel unto anger, they are 
gone away backward” (Is. 
1:4). Yet, the Lord extended 
unto them an invitation, 

“Come now, and let us reason 
together…though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be 
as wool” (Is. 1:18). He made it 
possible for them to again “…
eat the good of the land” (Is. 
1:19). Remember the words of 
Ezekiel? “Again, when the 
wicked man turneth away from 
his wickedness that he hath 
committed, and doeth that 
which is lawful and right, he 
shall save his soul alive. 
Because he considereth, and 
turneth away from all his 
transgressions that he hath 
committed, he shall surely 
live, he shall not die….Repent, 
and turn yourselves from all 
your transgressions; so 
iniquity shall not be your ruin. 
Cast away from you all your 
transgressions, whereby ye 
have transgressed; and make 
you a new heart and a new 
spirit: for why will ye die, O 
house of Israel? For I have no 
pleasure in the death of him 
that dieth, saith the Lord God: 
wherefore turn yourselves, 
and live ye” (Ezek. 18:27-32). 
The Period of Return and 
Restoration, when Israel 
returned from captivity unto 
their homeland, shows God 
still had use for Israel! !

! 2) God Still Had Use 
for Moses. Our hearts cannot 
but be touched by the story of 
Moses. As a child, he was 
delivered from Pharaoh’s 
charge, “Every son that is 
born ye shall cast into the 
river…” (Ex. 1:22). He would 
grow to deliver his brethren 
from a smiting Egyptian, 
deliver the priest’s daughters 
from the shepherds, and 
deliver Israel out of Egypt. He 
was called by the Lord up to 
the top of the mount to receive 
the commandments of the 
Lord for His people. When 
Israel sinned in the molten 
calf, and the Lord would 
consume them and make !
of Moses a great nation, 
Moses interceded on their 
behalf. He was “…very meek, 
above all the men which were 
upon the face of the 
earth” (Num. 12:3). Yet, he 
stumbled. When God’s people 
became thirsty and got to 
complaining, the Lord told 
Moses to speak to the rock. 
With his rod he struck the 
rock, and with his lips he “…
spake unadvisedly…” (Ps 
106:33). Because of this, he 
would not bring the 
congregation into the 
Promised Land (Num. 20:12). 
He would see it from Pisgah’s
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top, but not step foot in it. How 
sad! Yet, God still had use for 
Moses! The one who 
disobeyed in the water of 
Meribah preached obedience 
in the plain of Moab. The book 
of Deuteronomy is a series of 
speeches of Israel’s 120-year-
old leader and the theme is 
obedience. Who better to 
preach obedience? And, don’t 
overlook the fact that Moses is 
listed among the faithful in 
Hebrews 11.!!
! 3) God Still Had Use 
for Peter. This professional 
fisherman became one of the 
Lord’s disciples and an 
apostle, one of those most 
closely associated with the 
Lord. The Lord promised to 
give unto him “…the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven…” (Mt. 
16:19). Yet, we find him 
denying the Lord; not once, 
not twice, but three times and 
cursing and swearing in 
Matthew 26. Verse 75 records 
that Peter “…went out, and 
wept bitterly.” God still had 
use for Peter! The Lord didn’t 
take the keys away from him. 
He asked Peter to feed His 

sheep (Jn. 21:15-17). Peter 
would go on to preach on 
Pentecost (Acts 2), would be 
sent by the Lord to the 
Gentiles (Acts 10-11), and 
would write two letters bearing 
his name — First and Second 
Peter. !!
! 4) God Still Had Use 
for Simon. After Simon the 
sorcerer was baptized, he 
sinned. He was in a very bad 
state — his heart was not right 
with God, he was in danger of 
perishing, in the gall of 
bitterness and bond of iniquity 
(Acts 8:20-23). He could have 
been told it was all over, he 
had no hope, and could be of 
no use in the Lord’s service. 
Yet, he was offered a pathway 
of return and his disposition 
was, “Pray ye to the Lord for 
me…” (Acts 8:24). Don’t you 
respect a man like that?!!
! 5) God Still Had Use 
for the Corinthian 
Fornicator. A man who was a 
member of the church at 
Corinth became involved in 
the sin of fornication — “…
such fornication as is not so 

much as named among the 
Gentiles, that one should have 
his father’s wife” (1 Cor. 5:1). 
This was serious. The 
brethren were to deliver him 
unto Satan, have no company 
with him, even not to eat with 
him, and put him away from 
among themselves. Yet, I 
know God still had use for 
him. Paul later wrote, “So that 
contrariwise ye ought rather to 
forgive him, and comfort him, 
lest perhaps such a one 
should be swallowed up with 
overmuch sorrow. Wherefore I 
beseech you that ye would 
confirm your love toward 
him” (2 Cor. 2:7-8).!!
! Even though the elder 
brother didn’t have much use 
for his father’s son, the father 
said, “It was meet that we 
should make merry, and be 
glad: for this thy brother was 
dead, and is alive again; and 
was lost, and is found” (Lk. 
15:32). As God still had use 
for these, let me suggest God 
still has use for you if you still 
have use for Him. Thanks be 
to God for His longsuffering, 
grace, and mercy!!
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